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necessary either to increase the light considerably, to approach nearer, or
lastly to use a telescope. With sufficient illumination the smallest crosses
used were seen perfectly defined at the full distance.
There seems to be no doubt that the explanation is to be sought within
the domain of Physiological Optics. It has occurred to me as possible that
with the large aperture of the pupil called into play in a dark place, the
focussing may be very defective on account of aberration. The illumination
on the retina might then be really less in the image of a small than in the
image of a large object of equal 'apparent brightness/
[1899.   See Camb. Proc. IV. p. 324, 1883; Art. 96 below.]